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words and offensive ribaldry into a similar
work, what columns of abuse would have
issued from the Johnsonian presses against
the wretch who could thus sully his book
and corrupt the language !" He criticises
the accuracy with which Johnson has dis-
criminated the different senses of the same
word, and words nearly synonymous. The
illustrative quotations which bear so much
of the praise bestowed upon Johnson's Dic-
tionary he declares to be one of the most ex-
ceptionable features, both because no small
number of the examples are taken from
authors who did not write the language
with purity, and because a still larger num-
ber throw no light upon the definitions,
and are frequently entirely unnecessary.
He cites on this last point the passages
under the word alley, five in all, from
Spenser, Bacon, Milton, Dryden, and Pope.
" Does any reader of English want all these
authorities to show the word to be legiti-
mate ? Far from it, nineteen twentieths of
all our words are so common that they re-
quire no proof at all of legitimacy. Yet the
example here given is by no means the
most exceptionable for the number of au-